It was as if the fetters that had bound the ancient science1
of fife had been broken. The profound and exact understand-
ing of living phenomena took the place of lifeless dogmas,
reservations and biased interpretations. And so irrefutable
was the proof of the effective power of this understanding
that all the best representatives of biology., irrespective
of the opinions they had formerly held., became convinced,
that the old views could be adhered to no longer.
This is what happened under our eyes. We are proudly
conscious of the fact that it could have happened in no other
country but ours.
A revolution in the world-wide development of biology
has been brought about. We are witnesses of it.
. , .The storm will subside and the new knowledge will
then stand out., cast in beautiful and perfect mould. It will
appear majestically calm; and the patina of time will al$o
cover the struggle and victory of those fearless innovators,
the scientists of our day.
We, the Soviet people of the Stalin epoch, have seen
how., in one of the biggest ideological battles fought in the
history of natural science3 a science of unprecedented might
was born., and how this might endows man with fabulous
power over nature. And all the obstacles that only yesterday
had been proclaimed fatally insurmountable., fall before it.
It is the science of life which teaches man how to trans-
form the surrounding world and to re-create living nature.
It is Soviet, Michurin agrobiology. Its features are unexam-
pled. It is the science of the people.
It is about this science that we shall speak here.